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BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES  URBjlN  DISTfjlCT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  tlie  ledical  Officer  of  Oealth. 


Gentlemen, 

At  the  census  taken  in  1901,  the  total  population  of  your  district  was  found 
to  be  15,573. 


In  the  Centre  Ward  there 

were  2319  males  and  2182  females. 

In  the  East  Ward  ,, 

1828 

1714 

In  the  North  Ward  ,, 

1280 

1172 

In  the  South  Ward  ,, 

1059 

925  „ 

In  the  West  Ward  ,, 

1656 

5? 

1438 

8142 

7431 

At  the  end  of  1905,  I estimated  the  population  to  be  17'086,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  16'950.  The  Statistics  ^iven  in  this  report  are  based  on  the 
latter  number. 


313  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  and  of  these  10  occurred  in 
public  institutions  outside  the  district.  The  deaths  were  at  the  rate  of  18 '466  per 
thousand.  Those  under  5 years  of  age  (161)  being  at  the  rate  of  9'492  per  thousand 
and  those  over  the  5 years  (152)  at  the  rate  of  8’966  per  thousand.  The  death-rate 
is  higher  than  it  has  been  for  some  years  past  and  is  chiefly  due  to  the  increased 
infant  mortality  caused  by  Premature  Birth,  Debility,  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and 
Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs.  See  tables  IV.  and  V. 

The  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  (20)  give  a rate  of  1‘233  per  thousand  of 
the  population.  Infant  mortality  rate  193  per  thousand  births.  This  is  much  too 
high  and  compares  unfavourably  with  the  rest  of  the  County.  The  Phthisis  death-rate 
was  *884.  This  shows  a satisfactory  decline  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  still  further  reduced.  The  Hespiratory  death-rate  excluding  Phthisis  was  3‘303 
per  thousand. 

Thirteen  inquests  were  held  and  eight  deaths  were  uncertified. 


598  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a birth-rate  of  35‘280  per 

thousand. 


In  the  following  table  the  rates  for  your  district 
Durham  are  compared  : — 


and  for  the  County  of 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  death-rate 
Infant  mortality-rate 
Phthisis  death-rate 
Pespiratory  death-rate 


Brandon  and 
Byshottles. 


35-280 

18-466 


1-233 


1 Q o per  thousand 
i a O Births. 

•884 

3-303 


County  of 
Durham. 


34.4 

17-4 


2.37 


1.00 

3-16 


The  death-rate  and  particularly  the  infant  mortal ity-rate  are  too  high  and 
compare  unfavourably  with  the  County  rates.  The  birth-rate.  Zymotic  death-rate, 
and  Phthisis  death-rate  are  more  satisfactory.  Complete  information  concerning  the 
deaths  is  contained  on  tables  IV.  and  V.  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

153  cases  were  notified,  being  rather  less  than  in  the  previous  year  when  167 
cases  were  notified.  Of  these  10  were  Diphtheria.  5 were  Membranous  Croup,  15 
were  Erysipelas,  'Z3  were  Scarlet  Fever,  and  100  were  Entric  Fever.  On  table  III 
the  ages  and  distribution  of  these  cases  can  he  readily  seen. 

Thirty-six  patients  were  removed  to  the  Hospital,  all  suffering  from  Enteric 
Fever  with  one  exception,  that  one  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  although  only  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  removed  to  the  Hospital  and 
the  other  twenty-two  remained  at  home  there  was  no  tendency  to  spread  on  the  part 
of  this  disease.  The  same  may  be  said  of  it  during  the  previous  year  when  the 
Hospital  was  used  chiefly  for  Enteric  Fever  cases. 

The  only  serious  epidemic  from  which  the  district  suffered  was  the  renewed 
outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  which  commenced  in  August  and  continued  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  Again  most  of  the  cases  occurred  at  Brandon  Colliery  which  is  in  the 
Centre  Ward.  West  Street  and  Durham  Street  again  supplied  patients  but  many 
of  the  cases  occurred  in  Newcastle  Street,  Sunderland  Street,  and  Commercial  Street. 

In  all  there  were  100  cases  with  12  deaths,  giving  a death-rate  of  12  per 
cent,  of  persons  attacked.  In  1904  the  death-rate  from  the  same  cause  was  15  per  cent. 

These  cases  were  carefully  investigated  by  your  Inspector  and  myself.  As 
to  the  causation  we  discovered  nothing  new  and  I can  only  again  repeat  what  I said 
on  the  subject  last  year. 

Although  a sewer  has  been  laid  by  your  Council  from  the  bottom  of  Durham 
Street  to  the  top  of  West  Street  it  is  not  yet  connected  with  the  house  drains  and 
therefore  is  not  in  use.  A few  of  the  privy-middens  have  been  converted  into  ash- 
closets  but  for  all  practical  purposes  the  conditions  are  identical  with  those  of  last 
year. 


As  during  last  year  the  services  of  a special  nurse  were  obtained  to  attend  to 
the  patients  who  could  not  be  accommodated  in  the  Hospital,  the  arrangement  lasted 
from  14th  September  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  was  found  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

Disinfectants  were  supplied  and  freely  used,  98  houses  were  stoved  and 
infected  bedding  and  clothes  were  disinfected  by  steam. 

There  was  no  epidemic  necessitating  school  closure. 

In  September  your  Inspector  and  I examined  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in 
the  district  visiting  thirty-four  in  which  201  cows  were  kept.  Their  general  condition 
tends  towards  inprovement  and  in  three  cases  new  drains  have  been  put  in  and  the 
drainage  inside  made  perfect.  One  at  Waterhouses  has  been  almost  rebuilt  and  is 
very  greatly  improved. 

We  also  inspected  the  houses  at  the  lower  end  of  West  Street,  Brandon 
Colliery  and  we  found  that  certain  improvements  had  been  made  since  last  year. 
The  old  wooden  floors  had  been  replaced  by  concrete  and  the  lower  part  of  the  wall 
at  number  one  had  been  cemented.  All  the  lower  portion  of  the  pantry  walls  had 
been  cemented  on  the  outside. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  in  good  and  continuous. 

There  are  no  common  Lodging  houses,  and  no  tenemented  property 
in  the  district,  and  no  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  it. 

New  Sewage  disposal  works  on  Stoddart’s  System  have  been  made  at 
Littleburn.  These  consist  of  Grit  Catchers,  two  Bactei  lal  Tanks,  and  a Stoddart’s 
filter  bed  which  is  7 ft.  deep  and  has  a filtering  area  of  339  .Square  yards.  The  grit 
catchers  have  a capacity  of  16,000  gallons  and  the  Baclerial  tanks  hold  140,000 
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gallons  of  sewage.  In  the  former  tanks  all  heavy  grit  is  arrested  and  the  semi-clarified 
sewage  pressed  into  the  Bacterial  tanks  where  septic  action  is  set  up.  The  sewage 
is  then  run  on  to  the  filter,  by  means  of  126  of  Stoddarts  plates,  and  passed  through 
it.  It  is  then  passed  through  a second  filter  before  its  final  discharge  into  the  River 
Browney.  The  whole  of  the  sewage  from  Brandon  Colliery,  Littleburn,  and  a portion 
of  Langley  Moor,  and  Meadowfield,  is  being  satisfactorily  treated  here  at  a working 
cost  of  seven  or  eight  shillings  per  week.  The  total  cost  of  these  works  was  about 
£1570. 


Tenders  will  shortly  be  considered  for  new  works  at  West  Sleetburn  to 
dispose  of  the  sewage  there. 

Your  surveyor  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  plans  for  works  at  Browney 
Colliery.  And  also  for  a new  sewer  from  Langley  Moor  to  the  works  at  Littleburn, 
and  thus  deal  there  with  the  sewage  now  treated  on  the  Council’s  fields  at  Langley 
Moor. 


Plans  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the  proposed 
Cemetery  at  Meadowfield.  I inspected  the  site  and  also  the  soil.  The  latter  is  a 
mixture  of  sand  and  clay  and  is  probably  as  good  as  anything  that  can  be  found  in 
the  district.  Altogether  I consider  it  is  a good  and  satisfactory  site  for  the  purpose. 
The  number  of  grave  spaces  provided  for,  11  ft  by  4 ft.  amount  to  nearly  9000. 

As  your  Council  does  not  wish  to  join  with  any  other  district  in  forming  a 
combined  district  for  the  erection  of  a Small-pox  Hospital  your  surveyor  is  preparing 
plans  for  a Small-pox  Hospital  to  meet  your  own  requirements. 

The  general  Sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  Brandon 
Colliery  is  satisfactory  Most  of  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred 
there.  Work  is  in  progress  to  put  this  place  into  a more  sanitary  condition,  but  I 
fear  it  will  be  some  time  before  all  is  accomplished. 

The  following  work  has  been  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  depart- 
ment 

Special  visits  to  premises,  on  complaint  or  otherwise,  for  the  detection  of 


Nuisances  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  327 

Informal  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  234 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nuisances  abated  after  service  of  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  308 

Ashpits  examined  in  reference  to  Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  6757 

Notices  served  upon  the  Scavenging  Contractors  ...  ...  ...  65 

Infected  premises  visited  and  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Articles  of  Infected  Bedding,  &c.,  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  ...  204 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease..  ..  ...  ...  98 


The  notices  and  nuisances  abated  have  been  in  reference  to  structural  defects 
of  dwelling  houses,  dirty  cow-byies,  slaughter  houses,  old  privies  and  ashpits, 
accumulations  of  manure,  unpaved  and  broken  yards,  defective  drainage,  pigsties, 
overcrowding  and  other  nuisances.  In  twenty-five  instances  the  back  yards  of 
dwelling  houses  have  either  been  repaired  or  concreted.  Fifty  earth  closets  have  been 
erected  in  lieu  of  midden  privies,  and  entirely  new  systems  of  drainage  put  down  for 
three  farm  premises,  two  of  which  are  at  Waterhouses  and  one  at  Brandon  Village. 
Forty-five  of  the  Earth  Closets  above  named  have  been  erected  at  Brandon  Colliery, 
and  about  400  yards  of  sewer,  extending  from  the  bottom  of  Durham  Street,  to  the 
top  of  West  Street.  The  latter  having  been  put  down  by  the  District  Council. 
The  Ashpit  Scavenging  which  is  done  by  contract,  and  which  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  ten  contractors,  has  again  generally  been  satisfactorily  done.  In  this  branch  of 
work  it  is  obviously  unwise  to  let  too  many  Sub-districts  to  one  Contractor,  the  work 
being  better  done  when  more  divided  up.  The  solid  refuse  of  the  district  is  disposed 
of  on  the  land  and  diposited  at  “tips,” 


WORKSHOPS. 


During  the  year  all  the  workrooms  have  been  carefully  inspected,  being  34  in 
number,  in  which  were  employed  45  males  and  43  females.  No  overcrowding  was 
detected,  drainage  and  closet  accommodation  were  generally  satisfactory.  In  all  cases 
the  rooms  were  found  clean  and  sanitary.  Two  Nuisances  only  were  found,  anent  which 
Notices  were  served  and  the  complaints  remedied.  Since  last  year  two  new  Workrooms 
have  been  put  on  tlie  register,  and  two  disused.  The  industries  observed  are  chiefly 
Dressmaking,  Tailoring,  Shoemaking,  Millinery,  Joinery  and  Blacksmithing. 

The  Factory  Industries  in  which  mechanical  power  is  employed,  are  : — 

Aerated  Water  Making,  Wood  Cutting,  Sanitary  Pipe  and  Brick  Making. 

Appended  to  the  report  are  the  five  official  tables,  the  fifth  one  dealing  with 
the  infant  mortality,  having  been  newly  added  this  year.  There  is  also  the  table 
relating  to  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


Durham,  5th  February,  1906. 


HENRY  SMITH,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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U^BAN  DISTRICT  OF  BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  & HOMEWORK 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspeotions. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

3 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

38 

2 

Workplaces 

Homeworker’s  Premises  

Total  

38 

2 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Partiouiars. 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — 

Other  Nuisances 

2 

2 

Nil. 

Total  

2 

2 

Nil. 

3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Workshops  or 

i the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

34 

1 of  work- 
is  workshop 
nay  bo  onu- 

One  Bakehouse  only  in  District. 

"1 
■o  B 1 'tJ 

Principally  Dressmaking,  Shoemaking,  and  Tailoring. 

§ O fe 

J a 

Q* 

a 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

34 

t 
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TABLE  I 


BRANDON  & BYSHOTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  previous  Years. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

1 Total 

1 Deaths 

1 

j Public 

1 Institu- 
tions in 

the 

District. 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
residents 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 
Ages  belonoino  to 
THE  District. 

Population 

Under  1 year  of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Ybar. 

estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

Number. 

R.ate.  * 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate.  * 

registered 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

in  Public 
Institutions 
beyond 
the 

District. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

!. 

2. 

3, 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8, 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

1895. 

15,504 

548 

35-3 

112 

204 

310 

19-9 

1896. 

15,812 

527 

33-3 

102 

187 

256 

16-1 

1897. 

16,145 

506 

31-34 

81 

160 

218 

13-5 

1898. 

16,426 

535 

32-5 

131 

226 

269 

16-37 

1899. 

16,700 

520 

31-13 

97 

186 

253 

15-149 

1900. 

16,934 

456 

26-928 

85 

186 

274 

16-18 

1901. 

15,573 

615 

39-491 

126 

205 

281 

18-043 

10 

291 

18-686 

1902. 

15,787 

575 

36-422 

100 

148 

278 

17-609 

11 

289 

18-306 

1903. 

16,184 

583 

36-035 

91 

156 

235 

13-964 

9 

244 

14-520 

1904. 

16,600 

596 

35-951 

91 

152 

268 

16-144 

7 

21 

289 

17-409 

Averages 
for  years 
1895-1904. 

16,166 

54G 

33-839 

101 

181 

264 

16-295 

1905. 

16,950 

598 

35-280 

116 

193 

303 

17-875 

6 

10 

313 

18-466 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7 of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected 
by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in 
public  institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term  “ Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “ Public  Institutions”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually 
received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums. 


Total  population  at  all  ages,  15,573 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,954 


Area  of  District  in  acres  ] 

(exclusive  of  area  > 6,683 
covered  by  water).  ) 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5'27 
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BRANDON  AND  BYSItOTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1905  and  previous  years. 
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Isolation  Hospital — Brandon  Isolation  Hospital,  in  Centre  Ward,  near  Brandon  Village. 


TABLE  IV. 

BRANDON  & BYSHOTTLES  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Tear  1905. 


Deaths 

AT  THE  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF 

OCCURRING  IN  OH  BETOND 

“Residents”  whether 
THE  District. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Residents” 

BELONGING  TO  LOCALITIES,  WHETHER  OCCURR- 
ING IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total  Deaths) 

WHETHER  OF  I 

Residents  1 

OR  NON- 

Cadsiss  of  Death. 

1 

Ail 

ages. 

2 

Under 

1 year. 

3 

1 and 
under 

5. 

4 

6 and 
under 
15. 

5 

15  and 
under 
25. 

6 

25  and 
under 
65. 

7 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

8 

East 

Ward. 

9 

West 

Ward. 

10 

North 

Ward 

11 

South 

Ward. 

12 

Centre 

Ward. 

13 

“ Residents  ” 

IN  Public 
Institutions 

IN  THE 

District. 

16 

Measles  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Whooping-congh 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 
branous Croup 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

12 

1 

1 

9 

1 

2 

1 

9 

Diarrhoea 

22 

15 

7 

2 

3 

2 

15 

Enteritis 

17 

12 

3 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

6 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis  ^^Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 

15 

3 

4 

8 

5 

1 

3 

2 

4 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases  

10 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  

23 

6 

3 

6 

8 

7 

4 

4 

3 

5 

Pneumonia  

39 

9 

14 

2 

2 

8 

4 

6 

4 

2 

6 

21 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 
piratory Organs 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of 
Liver  

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

18 

18 

2 

2 

5 

9 

Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Parturition 

4 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

17 

1 

1 

12 

3 

4 

8 

2 

4 

4 

Accidents 

13 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Suicides 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Meningitis  

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Convulsions 

20 

18 

2 

2 

7 

2 

9 

Influenza 

3 

3 

3 

Debility  from  Birth 

3 

3 

... 

3 

All  other  Causes 

70 

22 

4 

1 

2 

19 

22 

10 

11 

8 

1 6 

35 

All  Causes  ... 

313 

- 116 

45 

13 

15 

81 

43 

62 

1 40 

43 

37 

131 

... 
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BRANDON  AND  BYSHuTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

INFANTILE  MORTALiTY  J3URING  THE  YEAR  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


{legitimate — 579.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages — 813. 

illegitimate — 19.  Population  Estimated  to  middle  of  1905 — 16,950. 


